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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's cancellation of claims 1 -26 is acknowledged. 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, claims 27-38, in the reply filed on 
December 17, 2008 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and 
specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has 
been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a). 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

3. Newly submitted claims 27-43 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

Group I, claim(s) 27-38, drawn to an apparatus for transferring objects. 

Group II, claim(s) 13-26, drawn to a method for transferring objects. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the technical 
feature(s) of one group is (are) not required (or lacking) in the other group(s). Following 
are the listing of these technical feature(s): 

Group II, recites the steps of: depositing the objects in bulk onto the upper stretch 
of the belt adjacent the other roller; and sorting each of the deposited objects into a 
respective one of the blisters of the upper stretch of the transfer belt. As recited, these 
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steps do not require any devices (technical features) that are required in Group I in 
order to perform the recited functions. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that Group II, claim 39 includes structure 
limitations (as in an apparatus claim) and method steps. Therefore it is unclear whether 
Group II is drawn to a method or an apparatus. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 39-43 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statements filed: August 9, 2006; July 7, 2008 and 
December 1 1 , 2008 fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because they do not include a 
concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood by the individual 
designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the information, 
of each patent listed that is not in the English language. They have been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. The 
documents, which have not been considered, have been lined through on the IDS. 
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Drawings 

5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "control means" as 
recited in claim 35 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

6. Claims 30 and 31 are objected to because of the following informalities: There 
are two claims 30 and two claims 31 . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 27-31, 35, 37 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Roach et al. (4,918,907). 

Roach et al. discloses an apparatus comprising: 

means (not number) for moving foil (14) with the blisters (16) open upward past a 
filling station (19); 

an endless transfer belt (26) formed with blisters arrayed substantially identically 
to the blisters of the foil; 

a pair of horizontally spaced drive rollers over which the transfer belt is spanned 
- it is construed that conveyor belt (26) including drive rollers as each end of the 
conveyor. 

supply means (31, 51, 35, 37, 43, 145) for depositing and sorting each of the 
object into a respective one of the blister on the belt; 

means (not number) for rotating the rollers and advancing the belt toward the 
filling station; and 
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a placer (32) having a multiplicity of pickers to pickup objects from the belt and 
deposit the picked objects simultaneously into the blisters of the foil. 
Roach et al. further discloses: 

Regarding claim 28, the pickers are arrayed substantially identically to the blister 
of the transfer belt and of the foil - Fig. 1 . 

Regarding claim 29, one of the rollers is a drive roller and is formed with a 
multiplicity of recesses arrayed substantially identically to the blister of the transfer belt 
and receiving the blisters of the transfer belt as the transfer belt passes around the drive 
roller - Fig. 1. 

Regarding claims 30 and 33, the transfer belt has a plurality of laterally spaced 
and transversely overlapping endless parts each formed with a plurality of the blisters 
and each spanned over both of the rollers, whereby the drive roller with the recesses 
synchronizes movement of the belt parts - Fig. 1 . It is construed that Roach et al. also 
discloses that the blisters of the transfer belt are shallower than the blisters of the foil - 
column 3, lines 54-56). 

Regarding claims 31, 35, 37 and 38, a servomotor rotating the drive roller; a 
camera (45), control means (not number), the belt is formed of an elongated strip 
formed with blisters and nested into each other to make the belt endless; and the belt 
extends transversely of the foil - it is construed that in an fully automated apparatus as 
discloses by Roach et al., the servomotor and controller are used to synchronize the 
movement of the parts. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 30-32, 34 and 36 (the second claims 30 and 31 on page 4) are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roach et al. (4,918,907) in view of 
Baroncini (US 2002/0136619). 

As discussed above, Roach et al. discloses the claimed invention, but it does not 
expressly disclose the following: a collecting tray; means for sorting includes a flow 
obstacle; a mobile rack on each of the devices; a swivel plate; and transfer belt includes 
the upper reach that is angled upward as recited in claim 36. 

Regarding claim 31, Baroncini discloses an apparatus comprising a means for 
sorting includes a flow obstacle (100) to scrape off objects not in blisters. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time applicant's 
invention was made, to have modified Roach et al. by incorporating the sorting device 
as taught by Baroncini to provide an effective means to deposit objects into blisters. 

Regarding claims 30, 32, 34 and 36, the examiner take official notice that it is old 
and well known practice in the art to include a collecting tray underneath the upper 
stretch of the belt; provide mobile means to module devices; a swivel plates and the 
transfer belt includes the upper reach that is angled upward as recited in claim 36. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
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applicant's invention was made, to have modified Roach et al. apparatus so that it 
includes the features as recited in claims 30, 32, 34 and 36, since it is well known and 
within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known design configuration on 
the basis of its suitability for the intended use as matter of obvious design choice. 



Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THANH K. TRUONG whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4472. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



tkt 

February 9, 2009. 



/Thanh K Truong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 . 



